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TOM WISCOMBE/EMERGENT ARCHITECI
NEW YORK

Marure is Alled with variation and complexity that
architecture has ver to fully explore. Biology 1s not
archirecture, of course. Narure doesn't care abow
form following function or function following form,
it is all about iteration, muration, and feedback
through htness testing, all of which produces species

and formarions that are as elegant as they are robust,
e hammerhead shark did nor emerge slawly,

step-by-step, fram small 1o large hammer-as is

commenty thowehe, To fict, the fiest hammerhead to

appear was Ve Winghead, dhask, wish aoey wide

hamnier. This mutaton offered no discernable
advanoige — ir was, ar thar point, “arnamental”.
.i'.l"""'-ill" thie privcess af up:iml.\:tliml {aka narural
u_-l-.-._ |,".1'||'_'l ||LiLL'I \I,I;'l.'.l'\."\. 51.1\';' .!|1|1\_".I|'|.'i5 wirh a l'.l1l:-_;-::
of hammer sizes berter adapted to hunting in
VAIOUS EnVIrOnIments. In the end, the hammer
cannot be understood as an essentially functional
development, although it has developed various
unexpected funcoonal benefits ar the back end
1|1ruu;'_|'| oprimisation.

Bevond the rappings of literal
biomorphism, my office is interested in biomimetics
as a way towards both formal variabiliy and
performance. Dragonfly wings, bar wings, radiolaria,
corals and jaguar patrerns are all on the rable as

potentially relevant to new ways af thinking abour

vrnsunaral formatinne in particular
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MANIFESTO #35

HANS ULRICH OBRIST
CURATOR

LONDON

| would like ro propose thae any artemps 1o
forecast the future is both a provecation (o
rethink che past and an oppomuniy to
betrer come o terms with the present,
Whar, then, of the Rature? We should

emphiasise thit visions of the futire acmss

slmost all i1l|.'.'|| e (a) evolve over ime
andd b} are mans: The funare, in other
wirkds, is Both varane and ph:lf.lL
EXHIBITIONS of arc have o fuwre
bevond objects; This summer Philippe
Mrremo and | are co-cursting 4 group shoy

for the Manchester Festival called Tempo

del Postino, inowhich artists are nog given
i
space b timves T he exhibiton will he

staged over the course of a few davs in July

andd represcing an eXpenment in s
codimge, and 4 rerom o the real sprace al

engagement with audicnees

MANIFESTO #36
RICHARD HUTTEN DESIGNER
AMSTERDAM

Being a Homao Ludens, the plaving mun,
I can pnly sav one thingt Lets play!

Playing brings people waether, playing

i fun, playing is the bes ¢ i,

| omece saicd: = Disigm is reacdivionally
st sodvingg peoblems, § dont solve
||:u"||_-|:|-. | create passibilicies

Basically rhis is the definition of a
pame, As i deagner 1 like 1o play, and 1
expect the same attirde frosm the user.
[éxiggn should not be about desigmers bt
aboue the useful and plaviul designs they

(shouled) make
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BERNARD KHOURY ARCHITECT
BEIRUT

My Plan B

E u.“ri: tor the |'|ri';.t[|_' SECLOL. :‘\l"- L'l-I{'I![.*i Are i|u->5-.-u| i
PriviLe Ventures driven by hnange and commerce, and
this is'where 1 operate: Simply put, I build for the rich.
| don't do social housing; T don't do gevernmental
projects; | don't build schools or museums, and |
|‘||'u|‘.|,t|‘|i_'.' never will, But T nevertheless helieve thar
there is much to accomplish in the private sphere,
Cities are buile by the private sector through projects
that are primarily driven by financial profic. This is the

tealiny of every develaping ity everywhere. Denying,

s e 4 peeon s foom r_.l_L'huE. part in the

o
|t1;1|~'.i11gcr!-ul|r cities. Relevant architecture should not

bie limited to exceptional programs such as schools,
corporate headquarters of international companies,

museums, and public libraries.

Most of what the
architectural press and
our beautiful design
books cover in their
polished and well
written articles does
not affect me.

1 find pleasure in the complexity and the difficubies |
encounter in the contexts | work in. Sometimes the
picture is not so pretey but this is where 1 choose to be
and | don't want to be anywhere else. You never go o

sleep in Beirut. Iris-a ciry that keeps you awake:
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